Minutes for the Town Hall Meeting organized by the U.S. Embassy

Date:  May 12, 2010
Time:  7 pm -9 pm
Place:  Bristol Hotel, Oslo
Participants:  Approximately 250 Americans living in the Oslo area,.

The objective of the meeting was for the Ambassador and Embassy to talk about topics of interest to U.S. citizens residing in Norway. The American Chamber of Commerce, Democrats Abroad Norway, Republicans Abroad Norway, American Coordinating Council of Norway and American Women’s Club also provided information about their activities.

1) Introduction from U.S. Ambassador Barry White

Ambassador White introduced himself and oriented the group about his positive experience as a diplomat in Norway.  The visit of President Obama to Norway to accept the Nobel Peace Prize was a momentous occasion that gave his ambassadorship an auspicious start. During his term in Norway, Ambassador White intends to focus on developing educational exchange program and facilitating business relations between the U.S. and Norway. 

2) Cherrie Daniels, Head of the Political and Economics Section, U.S. Embassy

Norway is a valued allied of the U.S. and is involved in almost every U.S. initiative including the UN Council, Afghanistan. Norway and the U.S. have a partnership in their work with the Arctic Council, negotiation with Russia, work to promote stability in Middle East. The bilateral meeting that happened after Nobel was productive. The U.S has a very vibrant relationship with Norway. 

3) Colonel Don Keply, Defense Attaché, Department of Defense Representation, US Embassy, Oslo

The Defense Department is represented by two offices, Defense Attaché Office and Office of Defense Cooperation, working closely with the Political and Economics Section.  The main responsibilities of each office are listed below:

Defense Attaché Office (DAO)

· Advise ambassador on defense/security issues

· Diplomatically represent SED Defense, Joint Chiefs and Theater Commanders

· Approve defense personnel and aircraft entry to Norway

· Consulting – convention forces in Europe treaty status

· Logistics planning and execution of President Obama’s visit in December, 2009

· Consult with Norwegian military on NATO Afghanistan operations

· Escort for visits of Norwegian Chief of Defense

Office of Defense Cooperation (ODC)

· Training and exercise opportunities

· Foreign military sales

· Logistics and support agreements

· Data exchange agreements

· Education, training and exchange programs

Activities:

· Marine corps pre-positioning program

· Professional military education & training

· Foreign military sales

· F-35 joint strike fighter

· Ambassador White F-16 flight

4) Eric K. Carlson, Regional Security Officer, U.S. Department of State, Diplomatic Security Service, U.S. Embassy, Oslo

Crime in Norway

· Low crime rate compared to rest of Europe and US

· Pervasive petty theft

· Increase in home burglaries (Eastern European gangs-Norway doesn’t have same type of defenses)

· Eastern parts of Oslo as centers of crime (train stations)

· Violent crime, rare but increasing

· Police response – well trained but small and need to adjust to changing circumstances (can report online)

· Security

· Attacks on Americans are rare

Safety issues in Norway

Road safety

Open European borders 

For further information check:

http://www.travel.state.gov/travel

http://www.osac.gov/regions

Important telephone numbers:

Police 112

Fire 110

Ambulance 113

Reach embassy on a 24 hours 

5) Hester Kerlick, Vice Consul, U.S, Embassy, Oslo


Responsibilities include:

· Visa applications

(89% of Norwegians travel on visa waiver program

12% of applicants were not allowed to travel on visa waiver )

· Responsibility for American citizens in Norway

· Renewal of US passport (well in advance of US travel)

· Registration of Norwegian born child as US citizen (Consular report of birth abroad)

· Notarization of documents

· Registration as absentee voter (state  where you were last physically present)

· File tax return every year

· Dual citizens – US allows dual citizenship but always enter US on US passport

· Emergency services  (Lost/stolen passport, destitute, medical, arrest, parental child abduction, death)

· Victims of crime

6) Kelji Turner, US Embassy, Oslo

Orientation about the Quest for a New American Embassy
The new embassy will be located at a site in Huseby (10 acres) and will be a radical departure from standard, rectangular design of most chanceries being built today. Construction could happen in 2011 and is expected to last about 3 years. The embassy compound will consist of an entry pavilion, underground parking space – design incorporate a lot of greenery

7) Rodger Deuerlein, Consul, US Embassy, Oslo

2009 Presidential visit

Description of the visit of President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama to Oslo to accept the Nobel Peace Prize in December, 2009.

8) Chrys Hellum, President of the American Coordinating Council of Norway (ACCN) (http://www.accn.no)

ACCN will host a 25th Anniversary Independence Day Celebration consisting of several events on July 2 – 4th. 

9) Jason Turflinger,  Managing Director, American Chamber of Commerce of Norway, (AmCham)

(http://www.amcham.no) 

10) Sara h Øverland, President, American Women’s Club, (AWC )
(http://www.awc.no)

11) Lisa Cooper, Chairman, Democrats Abroad Norway,( DAN)
(http://www.democratsabroad.no)

12) Ken Burton, Chairman, Republicans Abroad Norway, (RAN)
(http://www.republicansabroad.no) 

Questions and answer topics:

· In terms of security, Norway is similar to other W European nations so terrorist threat is not any greater here than elsewhere.

· Possible to register through the Embassy with the warning system  to receive notification about emergency circumstances

· Citizenship issues, U.S allows dual citizenship while Norway does not.

· Insurance for American permanent residents travelling in Schengen countries outside of Norway.

· Norwegians have a more sophisticated  view of the US political system.

· Embassy is working on changing financing from 3 years to 4 years

·  Contact Amcham for tax prep info. 

· Issues related to drivers license renewal.

· Many participants were interested in having more meetings like this.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Clabby Kjølseth
Secretary, Democrats Abroad Norway
secretary@democratsabroad.no
